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in this profound and yet accessible book john kekes discusses moral wisdom a virtue
essential to living a morally good and personally satisfying life he advances a broad
nontechnical argument that considers the adversities inherent in the human condition and
assists in the achievement of good lives the possession of moral wisdom kekes asserts is a
matter of degree more of it makes lives better less makes them worse exactly what is
moral wisdom however and how should it be sought ancient greek and medieval christian
philosophers were centrally concerned with it by contrast modern western sensibility
doubts the existence of a moral order in reality and because we doubt it and have
developed no alternatives we have grown dubious about the traditional idea of wisdom
kekes returns to the classical greek sources of western philosophy to argue for the
contemporary significance of moral wisdom he develops a proposal that is eudaimonistic
secular anthropocentric pluralistic individualistic and agonistic he understands moral
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wisdom as focusing on the human effort to create many different forms of good lives
although the approach is aristotelian the author concentrates on formulating and defending
a contemporary moral ideal the importance of this ideal he shows lies in increasing our
ability to cope with life s adversities by improving our judgment in chapters on moral
imagination self knowledge and moral depth kekes calls attention to aspects of our inner
life that have been neglected because of our cultural inattention to moral wisdom he
discusses these inner processes through the tragedies of sophocles which can inspire us
with their enduring moral significance and help us to understand the importance of moral
wisdom to living a good life

desiring the good defends a novel and distinctive approach in ethics that is inspired by
ancient philosophy ethics according to this approach starts from one question and its most
immediate answer what is the good for human beings a well going human life ethics thus
conceived is broader than moral philosophy it includes a range of topics in psychology
and metaphysics plato s philebus is the ancestor of this approach its first premise defended
in book i of aristotle s nicomachean ethics is that the final agential good is the good
human life though aristotle introduces this premise while analyzing human activities it is
absent from approaches in the theory of action that self identify as aristotelian this
absence vogt argues is a deep and far reaching mistake one that can be traced back to
elizabeth anscombe s influential proposals and yet the book is anscombian in spirit it
engages with ancient texts in order to contribute to philosophy today and it takes
questions about the human mind to be prior to and relevant to substantive normative
matters in this spirit desiring the good puts forward a new version of the guise of the
good namely that desire to have one s life go well shapes and sustains mid and small
scale motivations a theory of good human lives it is argued must make room for a
plurality of good lives along these lines the book lays out a non relativist version of
protagoras s measure doctrine and defends a new kind of realism about good human lives

do black pride and black prejudice come hand in hand does taking pride in being black
encourage the rejection of a common bond with other americans in this groundbreaking
study two leading social scientists mount a challenge to those who would answer yes paul
sniderman and thomas piazza probe these questions in the only way possible asking black
americans themselves to share their thoughts about each other america and other
americans writing in a strikingly transparent style they open a new window on the ideas
and values of real individuals who make up the black community in america today
contrary to the rhetoric of some black leaders sniderman and piazza show that african
americans overwhelmingly reject racial separatism and embrace a common framework
culture and identity with other americans although the authors find that levels of anti
semitism are notably higher among black americans than among white americans they
demonstrate that taking pride in being black does not encourage blacks to be more
suspicious or intolerant of others who are not black the higher levels of anti semitism are
instead associated with a gallery of oversimplified and accusatory ideas including a
popularized afrocentrism and charges of vast conspiracies that have won substantial
support in the black community readers of this book will come away with an
understanding of how african americans while insistent on winning racial justice are
deeply committed to the values of the american ethos and their identity as americans

this book delves into a broad range of hitherto unresolved issues related to zhuangzi s
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ethics which include but are not limited to the fundamental question of whether zhuangzi
should be regarded as a moralist in the ordinary sense and what zhuangzi s views on
topics such as equality moral relativism good life intersubjective relations and social
harmony really are the twelve contributors to this book deliberate on these issues in six
debates centering on recent influential publications in the field in each debate the relevant
publications will be first challenged by their critic and then defended by their author
through which different and competing interpretations of zhuangzi s ethical themes will
directly confront each other these author meets critic debates will not only reflect what is
currently at stake in discussing zhuangzi s ethics but also engage and enrich the state of
the field today this volume serves as a good companion to scholars as well as graduate
level students who are interested in gaining philosophical and ethical insights from
zhuangzi and chinese philosophy in general

the summa theologica is the best known work of italian philosopher scholar and
dominican friar saint thomas aquinas 1225 1274 widely considered the catholic church s
greatest theologian famously consulted immediately after the bible on religious questions
at the council of trent aquinas s masterpiece has been considered a summary of official
church philosophy ever since aquinas considers approximately 10 000 questions on church
doctrine covering the roles and nature of god man and jesus then lays out objections to
church teachings and systematically confronts each using biblical verses theologians and
philosophers to bolster his arguments in volume ii aquinas addresses happiness good and
evil love and hatred hope and despair anger virtue sin and grace and much more this
massive work of scholarship spanning five volumes addresses just about every possible
query or argument that any believer or atheist could have and remains essential more
than seven hundred years after it was written for clergy religious historians and serious
students of catholic thought

in this revolutionary self help guide two beloved native american wellness activists offer
wisdom for achieving spiritual physical and emotional wellbeing rooted in indigenous
ancestral knowledge when wellness teachers and husband wife duo chelsey luger and thosh
collins founded their indigenous wellness initiative well for culture they extended an
invitation to all to honor their whole self through native wellness philosophies and
practices in reclaiming this ancient wisdom for health and wellbeing drawing from
traditions spanning multiple tribes they developed the seven circles a holistic model for
modern living rooted in timeless teachings from their ancestors luger and collins have
introduced this universally adaptable template for living well to ivy league universities and
corporations like nike adidas and google and now make it available to everyone in this
wise guide the seven circles model comprises interconnected circles that keep all aspects of
our lives in balance functioning in harmony with one another they are food movement
sleep ceremony sacred space land community in the seven circles luger and collins share
intimate stories from their life journeys growing up in tribal communities from the
indigenous tradition of staying active and spiritually centered through running and dance
to the universal indigenous emphasis on a light filled minimalist home to create sacred
space along the way luger and collins invite readers to both adapt these teachings to their
lives as well as do so without appropriating and erasing the original context representing
a critical new ethos for the wellness space each chapter closes with practical advice on
how to engage with the teachings as well as wisdom for keeping that particular circle in
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harmony with the others with warmth and generosity and 75 atmospheric photographs by

collins throughout the seven circles teaches us how to connect with nature with our

community and with ourselves and to integrate ancient indigenous philosophies of health

and wellbeing into our own lives to find healing and balance
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