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mcanally presents an academically rigorous spiritually rich approach to the myriad global
issues related to water the author draws from christianity s sacramental consciousness
of  baptism loving service of  the yamuna river  in  hinduism and the compassionate
wisdom of the bodhisattva to develop an integral approach to water ethics building on
but distinct from the foundation laid by christiana zenner s just water this book is a
welcome addition to the growing field of concern surrounding global water crises

in all the ancient religious texts around the world we found 3 major claims regarding the
life giving substance we call water firstly that water was in the beginning of all creation
for example in the bible we found that the spirit of god moved upon the face of the
waters genesis 1 2 god created a firmament in the midst of the waters divide the waters
from the waters genesis 1 6 and founded the earth upon waters genesis 1 9 the second
major claim is that the ultimate origin of water in the earth s hydrosphere is in the deep
earth e g exodus 17 6 numbers 20 8 11 judges 15 19 and thirdly that water has the
power to heal bless nourish life bring happiness and take away sins on the other hand in
biology we learn that we spend our first 38 40 weeks of existence in our mother s womb
surrounded by the amniotic fluid 98 water in our fetus stage we are made up by 94
water while as adults all our major internal organs and fluids are made up from water
our blood about 92 water our lungs 84 our muscles and kidneys 79 our brain the spinal
cord the nerve trunks and our heart about 73 water from the molecular point of view we
are made up from 99 of the substance that we call water and everything we do is
related to water our health the food we eat the type of energy we use the homes we live
in the work we do and how we travel to and from work the clothes we wear the way we
re spending out free time and so on even more in 2014 the researchers from the
university  of  alberta edmonton canada and northwestern university  evanston illinois
confirmed in the prestigious scientific journals nature and science that the earth s water
came from within from where did water originated on our blue planet could it be in the
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beginning of all life could it have the ability to heal as claimed in all the major religious
texts or is just an odorless and tasteless liquid having the well known formula h2o

drawing from a variety of religious teachings anthropological evidence and myths and
legends from around the world this book examines how the essential element water
plays a vital role in all aspects of our spiritual lives

the nile is arguably the most famous river in the world for millennia the search for its
source defeated emperors and explorers yet the search for its source also contained a
religious quest a search for the origin of its divine and life giving waters terje oestigaard
reveals how the beliefs associated with the river have played a key role in the cultural
development and make up of the societies and civilizations associated with it drawing
upon his  personal  experience and fieldwork in  africa including details  of  rites  and
ceremonies now fast disappearing the author brings out in rich detail the religious and
spiritual meanings attached to the life giving waters by those whose lives are so bound
to the river part religious quest part exploration narrative the author shows how this
mighty river is a powerful source for a greater understanding of human nature society
and religion

the oxford handbook of the archaeology of ritual and religion provides a comprehensive
overview by period and region of the relevant archaeological material  in relation to
theory methodology definition and practice although as the title indicates the focus is
upon archaeological investigations of ritual and religion by necessity ideas and evidence
from other disciplines are also included among them anthropology ethnography religious
studies and history the handbook covers a global span africa asia australasia europe
and  the  americas  and  reaches  from the  earliest  prehistory  the  lower  and  middle
palaeolithic to modern times in addition chapters focus upon relevant themes ranging
from landscape to death from taboo to water from gender to rites of passage from ritual
to fasting and feasting written by over sixty specialists renowned in their respective fields
the handbook presents the very best in current scholarship and will serve both as a
comprehensive introduction to its subject and as a stimulus to further research

despite the central importance that water has held for civilizations both ancient and
modern its social significance has made surprisingly little impact on our contemporary
understanding  of  human  history  and  development  dominant  interpretations  of  the
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relationship between society and nature have remained water blind in water and society
historian and leading water expert terje tvedt argues for a change that acknowledges the
significant role played by water in societal development reflecting his expertise as a
geographer historian and a political scientist and drawing on his wide experience of
water issues around the world terje tvedt s water and society provides a long overdue
reappraisal of the relationship between water and society one that gives water its rightful
place as central to any true understanding of human history and development

the  great  importance  of  detailed  data  and  their  use  in  generating  interdisciplinary
scientific knowledge on the development and utilisation of the water systems of the arab
region  with  its  widespread water  stress  and desert  areas  is  well  established with
increasing consumption of water in the region backed up by the growing population the
per capita availability of freshwater in the coming years is expected to cause severe
scarcity  unless  some fundamental  and  anticipatory  changes  are  introduced  in  the
management of their water systems towards that end such a rich book will prove to be a
great  help  the  book is  the  last  one written  by  the  author  and the  depth  of  data
presentation and analysis clearly indicates the professional maturity with which it has
been written accordingly  the book is  the final  expression of  the lifelong work and
scholarship of professor mamdouh shahin the arab region has been the home of some
of  the earliest  human civilisations and their  history  is  also a continuum of  human
endeavours towards ensuring the access to water over an expanding space and time
the presentation of the important elements of history of the region as related to water will
prove to be a rich reference

the christian religion is deeply imbued with the imagery of water and water plays a
central role in its religious practices not least in baptism yet the wider role of water in
christianity has been little explored in this pioneering book terje oestigaard uses the
dramatic changes that took place in perceptions of water during the reformation to
reveal the importance that water played in structuring society and religion in the post
reformation period prior to the reformation most common people believed misfortune and
catastrophe were caused by the devil and sought protection in the use of holy water
blessed by the local priest holy water and holy wells gave laypeople a powerful weapon
which could be used to keep the devil away cure illness and protect fields property and
family but with the reformation the nature of holy water was challenged and belief in the
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efficacy of holy water and holy wells was attacked as popish magic and superstition the
status of holy water became one of the main battlegrounds between protestants and
catholics the author explores these conflicting views on the spiritual qualities of water
and their consequences for society at large he traces the changing views of nature that
arose with enlightenment developments in the scientific understanding of water and the
hydrological  cycle  and  shows  how  the  emergence  of  a  natural  theology  helped
encourage a belief in the protestant work ethic whereby wealth and economic success
equated with religious excellence the author concludes by examining and challenging
weber s claim that the protestant work ethic and capitalist spirit of enterprise that was so
important to the later success of the industrial revolution came about when magic and
superstition were eliminated from religion by the reformation the result is a highly original
work that provides one of the most detailed explorations of the importance of the role of
water  in  structuring  society  and religion  in  post  reformation  england offering  fresh
insights into the development of society and religion it will be welcomed by all those with
an interest in water religion sociology and the reformation period

after the historic student revolt in france a period of audacious creativity resulted the
watchword was it is forbidden to forbid we took advantage of this transient cultural folly
to do what would have been impossible ten years before or ten years after introducing in
the maternity unit of a state hospital an inflatable outdoor pool as a way to replace drugs
during birth from the introduction in this groundbreaking book dr odent takes as his
starting point the world famous work on childbirth at pithiviers where he first noticed the
strong attraction to water that many women have during labour as well as discovering
the practical advantages of water during the birthing process he began to consider the
meaning and importance of water as a symbol water birth and sexuality examines the
living power of water and its erotic connotations odent evaluates what water meant in
different cultures throughout history through myths and legends and what it means for
us today from an advertiser s tool to a metaphor for aspects of the psyche he also
studies humanity s special relationship to dolphins and the related aquatic ape theory a
practical section on the use of water during birth and in various therapies particularly sex
therapy is included this edition of this classic work features a new introduction

water although it covers more than two thirds of the earth s surface clean potable water
is in critically short supply as more and more people globally show greater interest in
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what their religious traditions say about our natural world troubled waters religion ethics
and the global water crisis examines the central role of water in various traditions and
rituals arriving at creative new ways to approach the growing water crisis worldwide
chamberlain outlines many of the current water problems and lays out clear principles
for  action that  engaged citizens from various traditions can undertake to meet  the
growing water challenges through conservation and water management policies the
book describes many religious practices from around the world that help sustain and
restore  water  by  using  new  technologies  and  reviving  old  ones  offering  creative
suggestions  for  both  personal  practices  and  group  action  chamberlain  advocates
conservation preservation and restoration of our troubled waters
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