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An Anthology Of Chinese Literature Beginnings To 1911 An Anthology of Chinese
Literature Beginnings to 1911 This anthology offers a journey through the rich and
varied tapestry of Chinese literature from its earliest beginnings to the eve of the Xinhai
Revolution in 1911 Spanning millennia this collection encompasses diverse genres
including poetry prose drama and philosophical treatises showcasing the evolution of
Chinese literary expression and its profound impact on both Chinese culture and the
world Part | The Foundations Ancient China 221 BCE The Oral Tradition This section
explores the origins of Chinese literature in the oral tradition We delve into the mythical
tales and legends passed down through generations including excerpts from The Classic
of Poetry Shijing Chinas oldest collection of poetry and examine the development of
early forms of storytelling like the Yijing Book of Changes and the Huainanzi Master of
Huainan The Five Classics We delve into the core texts of Confucianism considered
essential for understanding ancient Chinese thought and society Excepts from The
Analects of Confucius The Book of Documents The Spring and Autumn Annals The
Book of Rites and The Book of History are included offering insight into the ethical
political and social values that shaped ancient China The Rise of the Hundred Schools
of Thought This section delves into the flourishing of diverse philosophical and
intellectual schools during the Warring States period Excerpts from prominent thinkers
like Laozi Daoism Zhuangzi Daoism and Mozi Mohism provide a glimpse into the
philosophical debates that defined this era Early Poetry and Prose We explore the
emergence of sophisticated poetic forms including the shi fourcharacter verse and the fu
prose poetry Excepts from the Chuci Songs of Chu and the works of Qu Yuan a
renowned poet and statesman showcase the beauty and depth of early Chinese poetry
Part Il The Golden Age of Poetry and Prose 221 BCE 907 CE The Han Dynasty 206
BCE 220 CE This period marks the golden age of Chinese poetry with the flourishing of
the shi form and the emergence of ci lyric poetry Excepts from 2 famous poets like Ban
Gu Cao Zhi and Tao Yuanming are included showcasing the themes of love nature and
personal reflections The Tang Dynasty 618 907 CE This era is widely regarded as the
pinnacle of Chinese poetry with the Tang poems renowned for their elegance and
emotional depth We delve into the works of renowned poets like Li Bai Du Fu Wang

Wei and Bai Juyi highlighting the diverse themes and styles of this dynamic period The
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Emergence of Prose Narratives This section explores the development of prose fiction
from the chuangi legendary tales to the xiaoshuo novels Excepts from the Strange Tales
from a Chinese Studio by Pu Songling and other early stories provide insight into the
themes of fantasy folklore and social commentary Buddhism and its Influence This
section examines the influence of Buddhism on Chinese literature exploring the
development of Buddhist poetry prose and drama Excepts from the Lotus Sutra and the
works of prominent Buddhist writers like Xuanzang showcase the integration of Buddhist
philosophy and aesthetics into Chinese literary tradition Part IIl The Song Dynasty and
the Flourishing of Drama 960 1279 CE Song Dynasty Poetry The Song Dynasty saw the
flourishing of ci poetry with renowned poets like Li Qingzhao and Su Shi contributing
significantly to the development of this lyrical form Excepts from their works showcase
the beauty and sophistication of this eras poetry The Birth of Zaju Drama This section
explores the emergence of zaju a popular form of Chinese drama which involved singing
dancing and elaborate sets Excepts from plays by Guan Hanging and Ma Zhiyuan offer
a glimpse into the humor satire and romance of this genre The Rise of Prose Fiction
The Song Dynasty witnessed a significant development of prose fiction including the
emergence of the huaben storybooks Excepts from the Water Margin and the Romance
of the Three Kingdoms two iconic huaben stories demonstrate the themes of adventure
heroism and social commentary that characterized this period Part IV The Yuan Dynasty
and the Development of Opera 1271 1368 CE The Yuan Zaju This section focuses on
the development of the yuan zaju form a highly sophisticated and influential form of
Chinese drama Excepts from plays by Wang Shifu Ma Zhiyuan and Zheng Guangzu
showcase the intricate plots colorful characters and philosophical themes of this genre
The Emergence of Kunqu Opera This section explores the origins of kunqu a form of
opera that became immensely popular in the Ming Dynasty Excepts from early kunqu
plays provide insight into the music dance and storytelling that characterized this genre
The Four Great Classical Novels This section delves into the Four Great Classical Novels
3 foundational works of Chinese literature that emerged during the Ming and Qing
Dynasties Excepts from Journey to the West Romance of the Three Kingdoms Water
Margin and Dream of the Red Chamber showcase the diverse themes and stylistic
mastery of these literary giants Part V The Ming and Qing Dynasties 1368 1911 CE The
Ming Dynasty Novel This section examines the evolution of the Chinese novel during the
Ming Dynasty exploring the emergence of new genres and styles Excepts from novels
like The Plum in the Golden Vase and Jin Ping Mei showcase the themes of social
critique eroticism and realism The Qing Dynasty and the Rise of Ci Poetry This section
focuses on the flourishing of ci poetry during the Qing Dynasty with poets like Nalan

Xingde and Cao Xueqin creating works that blended traditional forms with new themes
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and techniques The Development of Vernacular Literature This section explores the rise
of vernacular literature including the pinghua storytelling and the xiaoshuo novels written
in the common language Excepts from The Scholars by Wu Jingzi and other novels
demonstrate the social commentary humor and human drama that characterized this

genre The New Literary Movement and the Dawn of Modern Chinese Literature This
concluding section provides a brief overview of the New Literary Movement that
emerged in the early 20th century foreshadowing the significant changes in Chinese
literature in the years to come Conclusion This anthology provides a glimpse into the
vast and vibrant world of Chinese literature showcasing its rich history
and enduring impact on Chinese culture By exploring the works of prominent writers

and thinkers across different historical periods readers gain a deeper understanding of

diverse g

the evolution of Chinese literary expression the societal values that shaped it and

enduring relevance of this rich literary heritage
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