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this collection offers a fresh look at the nature and development of the greek gods in the
period from homer until late antiquity the greek gods are still very much present in modern
consciousness although apollo and dionysos artemis and aphrodite zeus and hermes are
household names it is much less clear what these divinities meant and stood for in ancient
greece in fact they have been very much neglected in modern scholarship bremmer and
erskine bring together a team of international scholars with the aim of remedying this
situation and generating new approaches to the nature and development of the greek gods
in the period from homer until late antiquity the gods of ancient greece looks at individual
gods but also asks to what extent cult myth and literary genre determine the nature of a
divinity and presents a synchronic and diachronic view of the gods as they functioned in
greek culture until the triumph of christianity

in this volume christopher seglenieks offers a study of the complex meaning in john s gospel
of genuine belief arguing it includes cognitive relational ethical ongoing and public aspects
he compares it with graeco roman religious practices and highlights the distinctiveness of
johannine belief whose features are motivated by john s picture of jesus

while there are numerous studies of god in the old testament the concept of god has largely
been ignored as a subject of inquiry in contemporary new testament theology as this superb
work by marianne meye thompson shows however an understanding of the identity of god
is central to the new testament particularly to the gospel of john thompson here offers the
first comprehensive study of the concept of god in john s gospel she shows that one must
first grasp the importance of god to john before one can properly appreciate the gospel s
christology and overarching message by arguing that john is rightly understood to be a
theocentric work thompson challenges the prevailing theory that john is primarily concerned
with christology while thompson uses traditional historical and exegetical approaches to the
new testament and ancient sources her study is mainly theological in scope she asks how
john portrays god and how after reading the gospel we ought to speak of the identity of
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god unlike many recent studies of john this one does not try to reconstruct the history
behind the text but rather tries to fully illumine the theological content of john s message a
seminal study with lasting implications for new testament theology the god of the gospel of
john will become a standard text for students of the new testament

this book addresses the influence of the imperial cult in first century ad asia minor and its
subsequent relevance to the reading of the new testament in particular this work argues
through a contrapuntal reading of 1  timothy 2 1  7 that the early christian community
strongly resisted the emperor s claim to be the mediator between the gods and humanity in
contrast to this claim the author shows that 1 timothy 2 1 7 can be read as a polemic from a
minority community the christian church in ephesus against the powerful voice of the roman
empire in regard to divine mediation

the author examines the social and political meaning of divine sonship in the roman empire
he analyzes the conceptual framework within which the term son of god has traditionally
been considered in biblical scholarship then through engagement with recent scholarship in
roman history he offers new ways of interpreting the christian theological metaphors of
begotten  and  adoptive  sonship  he  focuses  on  social  practices  and  political  ideology
revealing that scholarship on divine sonship has been especially hampered by mistaken
assumptions about adopted sons

researching ancient languages is notoriously difficult in sociolinguistics due to the scarcity
of data this challenge is addressed by utilizing recent sociolinguistic theories and models to
investigate the prestige languages used by early christians in acts drawing on historical
documents archaeology and inscriptions this study reconstructs the complex multilingual
settings of the time it reveals how greek despite the diverse linguistic landscape became the
dominant language in nearly all official contexts of early christianity this work breaks new
ground in understanding early christian communities and their linguistic practices offering
historical sociolinguistic approaches to the study of ancient languages and societies
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